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1 . (currently amended) A method for operation of an automobile night vision system having 
two or more components, comprising 

an illumination unit for the illumination of the area surrounding the vehicle, 
an image recording unit for the recording of data from the surrounding area, 
an image processing unit for the evaluation of data from the sum>\mdmg area, 
ohoractoriSLod 

itxthat wherein the components of the night vision system are operated in different 
constellations on the basis of at least one control signal, 

2. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , 
chamotoriz e d 

jjithat wherein an optical display is used as an additional component in order to display 
information from the surrounding area as well as funher information from image data produced 
by the image processing unit. 

3. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 ono of the preceding claims, 
^aractoriz e d 

inth^ wherein the night vision system interchanges information with vehicle-internal 
systems^ and a suitable interface is used as an additional component for this purpose. 

4. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 2 onoof oloims2 or3 . chataotatiz e d 
intbot. wherein in the siiuation where the control signal is represented by the image data 
supplied from the image processing unit, 

and the optical display is switched off automatically, if the control signal has not changed 
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within a predeienmned time interval, in order to avoid irritation. 

5. ' (cuirently amended) The method as claimed in claim_2 ono of olaimG 2 to 1 , ohorocftorigod 
ia-thot, wherein in the simation where the control signal is generated on the basis of a request for 
the night vision functionality by the driver, the opUcal display is activated in any case, in order to 
avoid iiritation. 

6. (cuirently amended) The method as claimed in one of claim 2 ono of olQimo2 to 5, 
charaotoriged in that, wherein in the situation where the control signal is generated on the basis 
Of communication with other vehicles and/or traffic facilities, and communication is intended to 
take place using components of the night vision system, the optical display is not switched on, in 
order to avoid distracting the driver. 

7. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 ono of tho prccoding olaims , 
oharact e rig e d 

in thai; wherein in the simation where the control signal is generated by vehicle-internal systems, 
the night vision system is switched on, with the optical display remaining off, in order to avoid 
distracting the driver. 

8. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 ono of tho procoding oloimo , 
e boraci e ri ged 

iothot, wherein in the simation where the control signal is generated on the basis of a request for 
the night vision functionality by the driver or by further vehicle-internal systems, as a result of 
which the night vision system is activated in any case, the illumination unit is switched on only 
as a function of further operating conditions, in order not to endanger others in the uaffic, 

9. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim I e mHofoloims I to 7 , 



chomotorizod 
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ift that, wherein in the situation where the control signal is generated on the basis of a vehicle- 
internal system which is connected to a vehicle-external diagnosis system, 
all of the components of the night vision system and the optical display can be activated 
independently of the operating conditions, 

and information can be interchanged between these connponents and vehicle-internal systems. 

10. (currently amended) An apparatus for operation of an automobile night vision system 
having two or more components, comprising 

an illumination unit for illununation of the area sinroxmding the vehicle, 
an image recording unit for recording of data from the surrounding area, 
an image processing unit for evaluation of data from the surrounding area, 
oharootorissod 

HHhai wherein the components of ibe night vision system are operated in different 
constellations on the basis of at least one control signal, 

1 1 . (currently amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, 
oharaotorizod 

in thai wherein the night vision system has an optical display as an additional component 

12. (currently amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 10 e» Q of tho proooding clQimo , 
e horaotorigod 

in that yfaerein the night vision system has an interface to vehicle-internal systems as an 
additional component. 
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